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The Ramapo Catskill Library System (RCLS) was chartered in 1959 as a 
non-profit, cooperative public library system. Our mission is to provide high quality, 
cost-effective consolidated and cooperative services to assist the 47 member libraries 
eco-system in meeting the demands of their communities. Our objective is to raise 
awareness about library services and work continuously to eliminate barriers to library access. The 
primary source of income for RCLS originates from state aid based upon a formula determined by New 
York State Education Law.  The remaining funding comes from grants to fund special projects and 
member libraries. The total RCLS operating budget in 2021 was $4,314,400.00    

DELIVERY
SERVICE

COORDINATED SERVICES
RCLS offers a set of cost effective, consolidated, and coordinated services designed to 
enhance local achievement and maximize the value of community funds. Furthermore, 
RCLS offers centralized automation services along with extensive training to help 
support member libraries. We believe these services will enhance community 
members overall experience while providing the member library collective strength. 

DIGITAL RESOURCES
In partnership with the RCLS Central Library (Newburgh Free Library) 
members are afforded access to a vast electronic database and digital 
downloads of eBooks, audiobooks, videos, and music. At the end of 2020, the 
circulation was 683,916. RCLS member libraries have access to databases and 
digital resources to help with every-day and extracurricular needs, such as 
Rosetta Stone language learning, Consumer Reports, newspaper archives, 
and learning tools to support classroom learning for students.  

RCLS operates a delivery 
distribution service which 
carries library resources 
between member libraries. 
This service facilitates 
interlibrary loans between 
RCLS libraries and the libraries 
within the Mid-Hudson Library 
System. The delivery service 
allows library users to 
borrower and return materials 
to any member library within 
the service area and have it 
delivered to the appropriate 
library. In 2020 RCLS delivered 
just over 3.2 million items.

CORE STANDARDS
RCLS is deeply dedicated and responsible for ensuring that all member libraries throughout Orange, Rockland, Sullivan, and 
southern Ulster Counties have access to the following: TECHNOLOGY to enhance and maintain existing automation services while 
assisting to implement emerging technologies to improve service and cooperation. TRAINING to provide staff, directors, and 
trustees with the skills, tools, and resources to better support their communities. ADVOCACY to educate about the value and 
importance of library services and programs. RESOURCES that provide a range of services and products to enhance the community 
member’s overall experience.
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